
         Appendix B 

 Policy CP2: Gypsies and Travellers 

Within the period to 2011 a permanent Gypsy and Traveller site for 13 

pitches will be allocated in the Site Specifics Development Plan 

Document.  The allocation will meet the identified need for Breckland 

as set out in the Single Issue Review of the Regional Spatial 

Strategy.  The site selection process for a permanent Gypsy and 

Traveller site will be guided by the following criteria: 

(i)  The site will be a sustainable location on the A11 Corridor;  

(ii) The site will be within reasonable distances to facilities and 

supporting services; 

(iii) The site will be properly serviced; and 

(iv) The site will not have an adverse visual impact on the character 

and appearance of the         surrounding landscape, particularly the 

river valleys and the Brecks Heathlands character areas as set out in 

the Breckland Landscape Character Assessment.   

In selecting a sustainable location preference will be given to 

previously-developed land or a vacant and derelict site in need of 

renewal. 

Reasoned Justification 

ODPM (now CLG) Circular 01/2006 requires Local Authorities to make 

suitable provision for Gypsies and Travellers where a need for 

accommodation is identified.  The baseline for the LDF identifies that 

Gypsies and Travellers are the largest indigenous ethnic minority in 

Breckland.  There is currently a permanent site at Swaffham and a short 

stay stopping site is shortly to be provided for at Thetford.  However 

these sites are not capable of meeting the projected future needs.   

Failure to meet need will increase the potential for unauthorised 

encampments which can cause environmental damage and tension 

with settled communities.  Meeting the need for Gypsies and Travellers 

must not be done at the expense of sustainability or the character and 

biodiversity of the District.  Proposals will have to relate well to existing 

services and facilities and not adversely affect the amenities of settled 

communities. 

The appropriate scale of permanent pitch provision for Breckland is 

provided for in a single issue review of the Regional Plan around Gypsy 

and Traveller accommodation.  The review sets out the need for 



additional pitches over an interim period from 2006 to 2011 in advance 

of a full review of the Regional Plan.   The Review has been informed by 

data from annual counts of unauthorised Gypsy and Traveller 

encampments recorded by District Councils.  On this basis a need for 

13 additional permanent pitches for the period 2006-11 has been 

identified for Breckland (pitches are defined as a piece of land where 

a Gypsy or Traveller household can reside; typically this may contain a 

building, parking space and on average 2 caravans).   In terms of site 

management and distribution of need it is considered that these 13 

permanent pitches are best provided on one site, sustainably located 

on the A11 corridor. 

The identification of the A11 corridor for a new permanent site is 

consistent with a number of factors supported by evidence base from 

sources such as Norfolk Gypsy and Traveller Strategy  which indicate 

that the principal road corridors are favoured locations for the 

travelling community.   In terms of sustainable locations on the A11, 

Thetford and Attleborough would provide the most sustainable 

locations, although Thetford already has a short stay stopping site for 

temporary use by Gypsy and Travellers.  Thetford and Attleborough 

would also satisfy criterion (ii) of the policy, enabling a new permanent 

site to be within a reasonable distance (i.e. less than 1600m/20mins 

walk) to facilities and supporting services such as education, health 

and day-to-day shopping needs.   The proper servicing of a permanent 

site will include safe highway access, to facilitate safe movement and 

services within the site, sewerage, water, electricity and structural 

landscaping.  It is also likely that a permanent site will require 

appropriate facilities for the management of the site.  

The allocation of a permanent site will be made in the Site Specifics 

Development Plan Document and will be based on there being a 

clear need for the site and the proposal representing the most 

sustainable and practical option.  Proposals for additional short stay 

stopping sites will not contribute to the District need for 13 permanent 

pitches.  Such proposals will, however, be considered with reference to 

criteria (ii) to (iii) of policy CP2 and guidance set out in ODPM Circular 

01/2006. 

 


